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To  the  Welshpool  Borough  Council 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  1956 
which  is  drawn  up  with  due  regard  to  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health  Circular  on  this  subject.  No.  19/56  (Wales). 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  that  the  Borough  compares 
favourably  in  most  respects  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 
In  1955  the  excess  of  female  deaths  over  male  deaths  at  ages 
80  years  and  over  was  3.  In  1956  it  was  5.  The  proportion 
of  elderly  women  in  the  community  is  rising  and  this  is  a 
point  to  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering  future  housing 
programmes,  especially  in  so  far  as  these  are  designed  for 
aged  persons.  It  is  a pleasure  to  record  an  appreciable  drop 
in  the  number  of  houses  in  confirmed  clearance  orders  and 
still  occupied.  It  is  hoped  that  this  number  will  be  zero  in 
the  near  future. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Regulations  1955  came  into  effect 
during  the  year.  As  the  town  serves  a population  perhaps 
twice  or  three  times  as  large  as  its  own  these  regulations 
assume  an  even  greater  importance  than  might  at  first  seem 
to  be  the  case.  It  is  possible  that  our  staff  may  prove  in- 
sufficient to  deal  with  these  regulations  and  our  other  duties 
in  the  detail  they  deserve. 

During  the  year  the  designation  of  our  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  changed  to  the  more  appropriate  title  of  Public  Health 
Inspector.  This  change  implies  a potential  increase  in  the 
range  of  duties  of  this  busy  officer.  I should  like  to  thank 
him  for  his  assistance  to  me  in  the  preparation  of  part  of 
this  report. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

I.  B.  MILLAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  of  the  District — 20,427  Acres. 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population:  6,070. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (according  to  Rate  Books): 
1,935. 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1956:  33,795. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate:  £140. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

POPULATION:  The  mid- 1956  figure  of  6,070  is  50  more 
than  the  mid- 1955  estimate. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate : 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

In  addition,  there  were  102  births  (43  Male,  59  Female) 
relating  to  mothers  with  Non-Borough  residences. 


Crude  Birth  Rate:  14.17  per  1,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (for  age  and  sex  distribution) : 1 3.6 
per  1,000  total  population  (compared  with  the  pro- 
visional figures  of  15.6  per  1,000  total  population  for 
England  and  Wales  and  for  Wales  alone  in  1956,  and 
15.0  for  Montgomeryshire). 


STILLBIRTHS 


Legitimate : Male 


Female  2 


Total 
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Stillbirth  Rate:  44.4  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  (com- 
pared with  the  provisional  figures  of  23.0  per  1,000  Live  and 
Still  Births  for  England  and  Wales  in  1956,  27.6  for  Wales 
and  17.5  for  Montgomeryshire). 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

(a)  Neonatal  Mortality:  Nil. 

(England  and  Wales:  16.9  per  1,000  live  births  in  1956) 

(b)  Post-natal  Infant  Mortality  (from  4 weeks  of  age  up  to 
1 year): 

Deaths:  1 (Legitimate,  female). 

Post-natal  Mortality:  11.6  per  1,000  live  births.  (Eng- 
land and  Wales:  6.9  per  1,000  live  births  in  1956). 


(c)  Total  Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

(Nil  plus  11.6):  11.6  per  1,000  live  births. 

(Compared  with  provisional  figures  of  23.8  per  1,000 
live  births  for  England  and  Wales  in  1956,  28.7  for 
Wales,  and  29.7  for  Montgomeryshire). 
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(d)  Perinatal  Mortality: 


44.4  per  1,000  total  births. 

This  term  “perinatal  mortality”  is  being  used  increasingly 
in  referring  to  the  total  loss  of  infant  life  before,  during  and 
shortly  after  birth.  There  is  as  yet  no  generally  accepted 
definition  of  the  term,  but  it  is  probably  most  usefully  defined 
as  including  still  births  and  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life. 
To  consider  these  two  groups  together  allows  of  a better 
assessment  of  the  problems  of  causation  that  are  common  to 
both. 

Despite  great  improvements  in  the  general  infant  mortality 
and  maternal  mortality  rates,  the  perinatal  mortality  rate 
has  fallen  only  slowly  and  since  1948  it  has  been  virtually 
stationary  at  about  38  per  1,000  total  births  in  England  and 
Wales.  (The  average  for  the  last  four  years  in  Welshpool 
was  39). 

The  outstanding  problem  of  perinatal  death  is  premature 
birth.  In  England  and  Wales,  half  of  the  stillbirths  are  pre- 
mature and  about  a third  of  the  deaths  in  the  first  week  of 
life  are  ascribed  to  immaturity  alone.  In  this  district,  3 of 
the  5 deaths  occurring  in  the  first  week  during  the  years 
1953-56  were  due  to  prematurity  and  a fourth  had  pre- 
maturity as  a secondary  cause  of  death.  Owing  to  small 
numbers,  the  annual  rate  fluctuates  widely,  being  62.5  in 
1953,  31  in  1954,  18  in  1955  and  44.4  in  1956,  but  the  aver- 
age of  these  (39)  is  almost  the  same  as  the  national  average. 

Of  the  11  Stillbirths  in  1953-56,  I was  able  to  trace  9 and 
prematurity  was  associated  with  three  of  them,  though  in 
possibly  only  one  case  could  it  be  described  as  a main  factor 
in  the  cause.  The  other  factors  were  “multiple  pregnancy” 
(2  cases),  toxaemia  (1  case),  congenital  abnormality  (I  case), 
obstetrical  conditions  (5  cases). 
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DEATHS 


All  Causes : Male 


...  34 


Female 


...  32 


Total 


...  66 


Crude  Death  Rate:  10.87  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  (for  age  and  sex)  Death 'Rate:  11.23  per 

1,000  population. 

(Compared  with  the  provisional  rate  of  11.7  for  England 
and  Wales,  12.4  for  Wales,  and  12.19  for  Montgomeryshire). 
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Deaths  by  Age,  Cause  and  Sex  During  the  Year: 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Popula-  Live  Birth  Still  Birth 


Year 

tion 

Rate 

Rate 

1946 

5,714 

21.9 

19.1 

24.2 

27.2 

1947 

5,856 

20.73 

20.5 

16.1 

24.1 

1948 

5,817 

21.8 

17.9 

23.0 

23.2 

1949 

5,865 

22.4 

16.7 

14.9 

22.7 

1950 

6,048 

18.0 

15.8 

18,0 

22.6 

1951 

5.980 

23.1 

15.5 

7.2 

23.0 

1952 

5,952 

21.2 

15.3 

15.6 

22.7 

1953 

5,980 

18.1 

15.5 

35.7 

22.4 

1954 

6,010 

15.2 

15.2 

20.6 

23.5 

1955 

6,020 

17.5 

15.0 

9.0 

23.2 

Average 

for 

1946-55  5,924.2 

20.1 

16.6 

18.12 

23.5 

1956 

6,070 

13.6 

15.6 

44.4 

23.0 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

12.8 

11.5 

32.0 

42.9 

12.3 

12.0 

24.5 

41.4 

11.7 

10.8 

15.7 

33.9 

11.3 

11.7 

30.3 

32.4 

11.9 

11.6 

45.9 

29.6 

14.2 

12.5 

28.9 

29.7 

10.9 

11.3 

31.7 

27.6 

10.2 

11.4 

27.7 

26.8 

62.5 

36.9 

11.3 

11.3 

21.0 

25.4 

31.0 

38.1 

10.2 

11.7 

9.1 

24.9 

18.0 

37.4 

11.75 

11.6 

26.9 

31.5 

38.6 

11.23 

11.7 

11.6 

23.8 

44.4 

Note. — The  second  set  of  figures  refers  to  England  and  Wales. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CONTROL 
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There  were  only  18  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
' during  the  year  which  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  275  for 
1955,  and  10  of  these  18  could  be  said  to  belong  to  the 
epidemics  prevailing  during  1955. 

The  diseases  notified  were  as  follows:  — 

Whooping  Cough  : 9 cases  (6  male.  3 female).  Average  age 
5.3  years.  Most  of  these  cases  occurred  in  unimmunised 
children. 


Measles  : 1 case  (male  aged  12  years). 


Pneumonia  : 7 cases  (5  males  aged  5,  38,  59,  64  and  75  years 
and  2 females  aged  35  and  69  years).  The  female  aged 
69  years  died. 

Dysentery:  1 unconfirmed  case  of  a girl  of  7 years  was 

notified  from  a hospital  outside  the  area. 


LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(Under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946) 


PHYSIOTHERAPY  CLINIC 

A new  clinic  in  the  local  hospital  grounds  was  completed, 
equipped  and  staffed  during  the  year  at  a time  when  other 
improvements  and  decorations  were  being  made  in  the  hos- 
pital. 
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THE  HOSPITAL  MATERNITY  DEPARTMENT 


It  is  a credit  to  the  staff  of  the  Victoria  Memorial  Hospital 
that  the  maternity  and  infant  care,  as  judged  by  the  local 
statistics,  is  so  high. 

Unfortunately  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  buildings, 
for  their  planning  and  layout  are  not  conducive  to  the  best 
practice,  despite  the  improvements  made.  There  are  too  many 
imulti-purpose  rooms,  a feature  which  might  prove  an  em- 
barrassment in  time  of  temporary  overcrowding  and  a danger 
when  the  risk  of  infection  is  suddenly  increased.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  further  improvements  will  be  made. 

The  other  services  outlined  in  the  Report  for  1955  are  es- 
sentially the  same  and  responsibility  for  this  section  of  the 
Local  Authority  Services  remains  with  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  WATER 
Town  Supply. 

(a)  Rainfall  figures  for  the  year : — 


January 

4.12 

July 

4.44 

February 

0.69 

August 

7.84 

March 

1.16 

September 

3.17 

April 

1.72 

October 

2.30 

May 

0.73 

November 

1.22 

June 

1.49 

December 

3.27 

Total  for  year  32.15  inches 


This  compares  with  28.26  inches  in  1955  and  40.77  inches 
in  1954. 

(b)  Minimum  supply  to  reservoirs  was  47,637  gallons  per 
day  recorded  in  July.  Minimum  waste  line  was  2 000 
gallons  per  hour.  Average  consumption  was  120,000 
gallons  per  day. 

(c)  The  connections  to  the  town  supply  are  as  follows  * — 
1,352  houses,  194  other  properties,  1 farm,  2 small- 
holdings, 3 drinking  troughs. 

(d)  The  No.  1 Pool  at  the  Black  Pool  Reservoir  has  been 
cleaned  out  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  storage  capa- 
city of  this  pool  has  been  increased  by  1,000,000 
gallons. 

Guilsfield  and  Groes. 

This  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Trinity  Well 
Scheme  and  a supply  is  available  from  the  Glyn  Springs  when 
an  emergency  arises.  Water  mains  have  been  extended  to 
accommodate  the  building  of  a further  20  houses  on  the 
Guilsfield  Estate. 

Trewern  Water  Supply. 

This  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Gelli  Springs 
and  continues  to  operate  independently  though  the  under- 
taking is  connected  to  the  Trinity  Well  scheme  for  use  during 
emergencies. 

The  total  number  of  properties  now  supplied  from  this 
source  is  as  follows:  — 

!2  farms,  3 drinking  troughs,  91  dwellings,  1 standpipe, 
2 other  properties. 
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A metered  supply  of  water  is  being  provided  to  Griggion 
Radio  Station  and  for  36  houses  on  Bausley  Housing  Estate. 


Castle  Caereinion  Water  Supply. 

One  farm  was  connected  to  this  supply  during  the  year 

The  total  number  of  properties  now  supplied  is  as  follows : 

3 farms,  2 small  holdings,  19  dwellings,  2 other  proper- 
ties. 


Trinity  Well  Scheme. 


8 Council  houses  at  Borfa  Green  and  6 private  houses  were 
connected  to  this  supply  during  the  year. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  properties  were 
receiving  supplies  of  water  from  the  Trinity  Well  source:  — 

282  houses,  39  farms,  including  farmhouses,  1 hospital, 
61  drinking  troughs  (not  metered),  7 other  properties, 
13  standpipes,  2 schools. 


The  daily  consumption  is  80,000  gallons. 


A supply  of  water  is  being  maintained  for  properties  in 
the  Pool  Quay  area  for  Llanfyllin  R.D.C. 
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Samples. 
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During  the  year  85  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis,  the  results  being:  — 


Town  Supply 
22  Class  1 


Trinity  Well 
22  Class  1 
1 Class  4 


Castle  Caereinion  Gelli 

11  Class  1 16  Class  1 

1 Class  3 
4 Class  4 


Groes  - Glyn 
1 Class  2 

Mulsop 
1 Class  1 
3 Class  4 


Private 
3 Class  4 


One  Chemical  report  was  received  on  water  from  the  town 
supply  and  this  was  satisfactory  despite  slight  taste  and  smell 
as  a result  of  cleaning  operations  at  the  Top  Pool. 


2.  FOOD. 

160  certificates  in  respect  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  were  issued  in  1956  as  against  181  certi- 
ficates in  1955. 

Summary  of  food  condemned  is  as  follows: 

243  tins  food  10  lbs.  Cooked  Ham 

38  tins  Milk  6 lbs.  Cooked  tongue 

1 Carcass  Turkey  46  lbs.  Corned  Beef 

4 Carcass  Lamb  .140  lb.  16  lbs.  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
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Ice  Cream. 


There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district. 

One  application  for  registration  of  premises  from  retailer 
was  granted,  making  a total  of  24  in  the  Borough. 


Milk  Orders. 

5 Dealers’  licences  were  issued  authorising  the  use  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  3 Dealers’  licences  authorising 
the  use  of  special  designation  “Pasteurised.” 

Food  Cleanliness. 

12  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  ensure  com- 
pliance with  the  Council’s  Byelaws  relating  to  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  registered  in  the  town 


Meat  Inspection. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  following  carcasses  were 
inspected : — 


Bullocks 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

120 

10 

12 

420 

1,320 

3.  SEWERAGE. 

Town. 

10  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer  during  the 
year.  Discharge  of  sewage  is  still  into  the  River  Severn. 
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Proposed  New  Scheme. 


Little  progress  has  been  made  with  the  new  Sewage  Dis- 
posal Works  due  to  the  financial  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
Treasury. 


Guilsfield. 

This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  a new 
disposal  plant  which  is  maintained  in  good  order  and  gives 
little  trouble. 


Trewern. 

The  Council’s  housing  estate  is  sewered  on  the  separate 
system,  the  sewage  being  treated  at  a new  sewage  disposal 
plant  which  is  maintained  in  good  order.  An  additional 
filter  has  been  constructed  to  deal  with  extra  sewage  as  a 
result  of  the  17  houses  recently  completed  on  this  site. 


Castle  Caereinion. 

This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  an  un- 
satisfactory disposal  plant.  Negotiations  are  still  taking 
place  in  an  effort  to  obtain  a suitable  site  for  a new  works. 


Pool  Quay. 

The  disposal  plant  for  this  village  is  maintained  in  good 
order  and  gives  no  trouble. 
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4.  DRAINAGE. 


All  drains  laid,  other  than  Council  houses,  were  tested  by 
the  Department. 


5.  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

5 informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  requiring 
attention  to  W.C.’s  and  3 notices  concerning  roof  repairs. 

These  were  complied  with. 

109  blocked  drains  were  dealt  with  without  the  serving 
of  any  notices. 


6.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  is  46. 
During  the  past  year  10  inspections  were  made.  There  were 
no  prosecutions. 


7.  DISINFECTIONS. 

Following  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  filthy  con- 
dition of  premises  9 houses  were  disinfected. 


8.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS. 

The  arrangements  for  dealing  with  Rodent  destruction 
were  continued  and  the  results  were  as  follows:  — 

3 warehouses  have  been  inspected,  one  of  which  has  been 
treated  for  mice,  with  satisfactory  results..  The  refuse  tip 
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was  treated  on  one  occasion,  the  “Idll”  being  100.  The  town 
sewers  were  treated  on  two  occasions,  the  first  resulting  in 
6 poison  “takes”  and  6 “takes”  on  the  second.  6 school 
canteens  have  been  inspected,  3 of  which  have  been  treated 
for  mice,  with  satisfactory  results.  The  Smithfield  was 
treated  on  two  occasions,  the  Library  on  one  occasion  and 
the  Recreation  Grounds  on  one  occasion.  6 farms  have  been 
treated  with  satisfactory  results.  112  private  houses  in  the 
Borough  were  treated.  Materials  use:  — 

Sausage  Rusk  Oat  Meal  Bread  Rusk 

1461bs.  8oz.  2531bs.  9oz.  121bs.  11  oz. 

Poison 
361bs.  4oz. 


9.  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Weekly  refuse  collections  take  place  from  all  houses  in 
the  town,  all  villages  in  the  Borough  and  all  houses  en  route. 
Collection  from  the  Hope  area  commenced  during  the  year. 

Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  waste  land  convenient- 
ly situate  half  a mile  from  the  town  centre.  Approximately 
one  acre  of  the  Tip  has  been  levelled  off  and  re-seeded  during 
the  year  and  this  is  now  “let”  for  grazing  purposes. 

It  is  proposed  to  drain  and  pipe  the  Tip  in  the  near  future 
so  that  the  terms  of  our  lease  are  complied  with. 


10.  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  were  complied  with  and 
no  court  action  was  found  necessary. 
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11.  HOUSING. 


Houses  Erected  During  the  Year. 

By  Local  Authority  16 

By  private  enterprise  5 

Houses  in  Course  of  Erection  at  end  of  Year. 

By  Local  Authority  80 

By  private  enterprise  4 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of 
year:  350. 


Housing  Improvements,  Housing  Acts  1949/54. 

Since  we  took  over  responsibility  for  the  scheme  16  ap- 
proval of  application  notices  have  been  issued,  and  grants 
paid  in  14  cases  amounting  to  £2,840. 


Housing  Inspections. 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  Oflfiicers — 1. 

Number  of  houses  which  are  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders 
and  still  occupied — 33. 
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